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Dear Families of Incoming 3rd through 6th Grade Students, 

On behalf of the teachers at Vernon, we want to thank you for the opportunity to be your partners in guiding your 

children as they develop the habits that will shape the way they live in and see the world.  We look forward to working 

with you this summer to help your children strengthen their appreciation of reading, one of the greatest habits they can 

develop. 

All of our decisions in designing our summer reading program are focused on helping you work with your children to 

develop good reading habits.  We are excited to share the following resources, which you can access online at 

www.obenschools.org: 

 An exciting list of books, magazines, and digital resources. We want to help you find stories or texts that stoke 

your children’s curiosity and engage their imagination.  The list is organized according to guided reading levels so 

that your children can continue reading on their independent reading levels throughout the summer. 

 The Parents’ Summer Reading Survival Guide –A colleague designed this guide, which is based on knowledge, 

skills, and understandings that she has refined over years of working with young readers.  It has some great tips. 

 A set of questions, which are aligned to specific reading levels, to help you talk to your children about their 

reading.  The stories that are categorized in higher reading levels become more complex.  This list of questions 

will help you determine what reading work your children should be doing when reading texts in given reading 

levels. 

What can you do to help your children develop good reading habits? 

 Help your children schedule time for reading.  Helping your children select a regular time of day for reading will 

increase the likelihood that they will read each day.  We suggest that children read for at least 30 minutes each 

day. 

 Encourage your children to read a book with friends.  Help them set up a book club.  Reading is even more fun 

when one can share thoughts and ideas with friends. 

 Read with your children.  We’re all busy, and reading can be a great way to carve out quality time to spend with 

your children.  Find out what they like to read.  Talk about the reading.  You’ll have a great time.  This is also a 

great way to help your children with texts that they like and find challenging. 

 Make sure your children have material to read that they find interesting and that is written at an appropriate 

level. 

We encourage you to help your children read at least 5 books on their level. 

Additionally, we encourage your children to participate in the Oyster Bay Public Library summer reading program. The 

public librarians also have our suggested reading list and will be happy to assist you in finding leveled books. Your 

children may include their Vernon readings as a part of the library’s summer reading club quota. 

The approximate reading level ranges by grade are as follows: 

Grade 3: Levels M-Q Grade 4: Levels P-U Grade 5: Levels S-W Grade 6: Levels U-Y 

Thank you for your continued support. Have a healthy, restful, book-filled summer! 

Sincerely yours, 

Valerie Vacchio, Ed.D.                 Ryan O’Hara, Ed. D.  Tracy Zambelli 
           Principal     Supervisor of ELA  Literacy Coach 

http://www.obenschools.org/

